2026 CHESTATEE DRUMLINE AUDITION PACKET
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THE FOLLOWING IS THE AUDITION MATERIAL FOR THE 2026 SEASON OF THE CHESTATEE HIGH
SCHOOL DRUMLINE. ALL PERSONS AUDITIONING WILL BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EXERCISES IN
THE PACKET AS WELL AS THE TECHNIQUE USED TO PLAY EACH INDIVIDUAL EXERCISE. THIS PACKET
WILL CONTAIN A TECHNIQUE BREAKDOWN TO PROVIDE EACH POTENTIAL MEMBER WITH THE
NECESSARY TECHNIQUE NEEDED TO PLAY AT THE HIGHEST AND MOST CONSISTENT LEVEL. THANK
YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR INTEREST IN THE 2025 SEASON AND THE BEST OF LUCK TO ALL OF YOU.

MATT YOUNG
DIRECTOR OF BANDS

CHESTATEE HIGH SCHOOL



TECHNIQUE BREAKDOWN

SOUND PRODUCTION IS A VERY IMPORTANT ASPECT FOR EVERY DRUMMER AND FOR A LINETO BE
SUCCESSFUL A UNIFIED AND CONSISTENT APPROACH TO THE DRUM WILL PRODUCE A HIGH QUALITY OF SOUND AT
ALL DYNAMIC LEVELS. HERE AT CHESTATEE HIGH SCHOOL, THE APPROACH THAT WE USE IS A VELOCITY
APPROACH THAT WE LIKE TO CALL A “HEAVY HANDS” APPROACH TO PLAYING. IN OTHER WORDS THE PLAYER
WILL USE THE WEIGHT OF THE ARM AND HAND TO BRING OUT THE SOUND THAT THE DRUM PRODUCES. THE
BREAKDOWN OF THIS APPROACH IS FAIRLY SIMPLE AND CAN BE DESCRIBED AS THE FOLLOWING.

GRIP

THE GRIP OF AND SET-UP OF THE PLAYER IS IMPERATIVE FOR PRODUCING A CONSISTENT SOUND. EACH
PLAYER IS NOT ONLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SOUND HE/SHE PRODUCES BUT THE QUALITY OF SOUND THAT THEIR
INSTRUMENTS PRODUCE. THE GRIP OF THE STICK IN EACH PLAYER SETS UP THE FUNDAMENTALS FOR A GOOD AND
SOLID STROKE THAT WILL PRODUCE A UNIFORM SOUND FROM ALL PLAYERS.

SNARE DRUMMERS WILL BE USING TRADITIONAL GRIP FOR THE 2024 SEASON. FOR TRADITIONAL GRIP,
THE RIGHT HAND HOLDS THE STICK MATCHED GRIP IN A RELAXED YET CONTROLLED MANNER. STICK SHOULD BE
HELD BY THE FULCRUM, LOCATED BETWEEN THE THUMB AND FIRST TWO FINGERS, AND FLOWING DOWN THE
PADDED, “FAT” PART OF THE HAND. THE RING AND PINKY FINGERS WILL RELAX AROUND THE STICK ENGAGING ALL
FINGERS ON THE STICK AT ALL TIMES. THE HAND IS POSITIONED APPROXIMATELY 2 TO 3 INCHES ABOVE THE RIM
AND ANGLED DOWN TO THE HEAD WHERE THE BEAD IS IN THE CENTER APPROXIMATELY 1INCH FROM THE HEAD.
THE LEFT HAND WILL HOLD THE STICK BETWEEN THE THUMB AND FIRST FINGER. THE STICK WILL REST ON THE
CUTICLE OF THE RING FINGER IN THE LEFT HAND WITH THE PINKY RELAXED UNDER IT. THE FULCRUM IS BETWEEN
THE THUMB AND FIRST FINGER. (ALL TECHNIQUES FOR PLAYING WILL BE ADDRESSED IN THE AUDITION PROCESS)

TENOR DRUMMERS WILL USE A MATCHED GRIP FOR THE PARTICIPATION IN THE 2024 SEASON. THE RIGHT
HAND AND LEFT HAND WILL HOLD THE STICKS MATCHED GRIP IN A RELAXED YET CONTROLLED MANNER. STICKS
SHOULD BE HELD BY THE FULCRUM, LOCATED BETWEEN THE THUMB AND FIRST TWO FINGERS, AND FLOWING
DOWN THE PADDED, “FAT” PART OF THE HAND. THE RING AND PINKY FINGERS WILL RELAX AROUND THE STICK
ENGAGING ALL FINGERS ON THE STICK AT ALL TIMES. THE HAND IS POSITIONED APPROXIMATELY 2 TO 3 INCHES



ABOVE THE RIM AND ANGLED DOWN TO THE HEAD WHERE THE BEAD IS IN THE CENTER APPROXIMATELY 1INCH
FROM THE HEAD. FINALLY, THEIR ARMS SHOULD BE RELAXED NEXT TO THEIR BODY AND ELBOWS ARE RELAXED AS
WELL.

BASS DRUM GRIP IS SIMILAR TO MATCHED GRIP WITH SOME SLIGHT VARIATIONS. THE FULCRUM FOR BASS
IS THE SAME AS MATCHED GRIP AS WELL AS THE PLACEMENT OF THE FINGERS ON THE MALLET ITSELF. THE
DIFFERENCE IS THE THUMB IS POSITIONED ON THE SIDE OF THE MALLET AND TUCKED INTO THE HAND
(ELIMINATING THE POPULAR HITCH HIKER THUMB). THE ELBOWS SHOULD BE ABOUT 6 INCHES FROM THE SIDE OF
THE BODY (OR A COKE BOTTLE) AND THE WRIST SHOULD BE ABOUT 2 INCHES AWAY FROM THE RIB, WITH THE
MALLET ANGLED TOWARD THE CENTER OF THE HEAD. THE MALLET TOP SHOULD BE ABOUT 2 INCHES OFF THE
HEAD.

SOUND AND STROKE

T0 GET THE BEST POSSIBLE SOUND OUT OF THE DRUM WE WANT TO PLAY A LEGATO STROKE WHERE THE
INITIATION OF THE STICK STARTS AND STOPS AT THE TOP OF THE STROKE. WHEN INITIATING THE STICK, THE
PLAYER WILL USE A RELAXED VELOCITY APPROACH OR “HEAVY HANDS” THAT MOVES THE STICK DOWN TO THE
HEAD AND THE FORCE OF THE STICK WILL RETURN THE STICK BACK TO ITS ORIGINAL POSITION WITH ONE TURN
OF THE WRIST.

NOW WHEN DOING YOUR WRIST STROKE, THE WRIST IS NOT LOCKED DOWN T0 A FIXED POSITION THAT IS
AN APPROXIMANT DISTANCE FROM THE RIM. ON THE CONTRARY THE FOREARM AND ARM ITSELF ARE IN A RELAXED
POSITION AND ARE FREE TO MOVE WITH THE WRIST WHILE THE DRUMMER IS PLAYING. IN OTHER WORDS YOU DO
NOT HAVE TO LOCK YOUR WRISTS TO THE RIM IN ORDER TO PLAY. THE STROKE IS INITIATED FROM THE WRIST BUT
YOUR BODY IS MADE TO MOVE AND IT IS CONNECTED TO DO SO. IF YOUR ARM MOVES WHEN YOU HIT THE DRUM IT
IS OK. ONE THING TO REMEMBER IS THAT YOU MUST USE THE CORRECT AMOUNT OF VELOCITY TO GET THE STICK
TORETURN IN ONE FLUID MOTION. THIS LEGATO MOTION IS ESSENTIAL TO PRODUCING THE RIGHT SOUND FROM
THE DRUM AND WILL ALLOW FOR PROPER INTERPRETATION OF ALL NOTES AND RHYTHMS. THIS TECHNIQUE IS A
VERY RELAXED AND COMFORTABLE WAY OF PLAYING AND WILL BE BROKEN DOWN AGAIN AT THE FIRST AUDITION.



HEIGHTS

THE HEIGHTS USED AT CHESTATEE ARE DIRECTLY RELATED TO DYNAMICS AND DYNAMIC LEVELS. THE HEIGHTS
ARE AS FOLLOWS:

15 FF 12F 9 MF 6MP 3P 1.5PP

*  15INCHES IS THE LEGATO STROKE WITH A FULL WRIST TURN AND THEN BROUGHT UP 6 T0O 9 INCHES
FROM THE RIM TO MAKE THE STICK FLAT. THE ARM IS AN AMPLE PART OF THIS HEIGHT AND MUST BE
MOVED IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE DYNAMIC.

* 12 INCHES IS WHERE THE WRIST IS TURNED TO A FULL STROKE WITHOUT ENGAGING THE ARM FOR EXTRA
HEIGHT. THIS IS THE BASIS FOR YOUR HEAVY HANDS STROKE AND OR LEGATO STOKE

* 9INCHES IS WHAT | CALL THE COMFORTABLE STROKE. THE STICK IS TURNED TO APPROXIMATELY 9
INCHES FROM THE HEAD. THE WRIST IS TURNED TO A COMFORTABLE LEVEL BUT IS NOT TURNED TO THE
FARTHEST POINT.

*  GINCHES IS A CONTROLLED LEGATO STROKE THAT SHOULD BE 6 INCHES FROM THE HEAD. THE BEAD
SHOULD ONLY TRAVEL THE DISTANCE OF ABOUT A DOLLAR BILL AND THE WRIST IS A SMALL BUT RELAXED
TURN

*  JINCHES IS PLACING THE STICK FLAT WITH THE WRIST. THE BEAD DOES NOT GO ABOVE PARALLEL WITH
THE HEAD. WITH THE WRIST BEING 3 INCHES ABOVE THE RIM AND THE BEAD BEING 1INCH ABOVE THE
HEAD, MAKING THE BEAD AND THE WRIST FLAT GIVES YOU A CONTROLLED FULL SOUND AT THE LOW
DYNAMIC LEVEL

*  1.5INCHES IS WHAT IS ALSO KNOWN AS FEATHER TAPING. THIS IS USED IN EXTREME CIRCUMSTANCES
AND ADDS A LIGHTER FEEL AND SOUND, BUT HAS A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO THE DRUM



SnareLine SCHARTON

CHESTATEE HIGH SCHOOL DRUMLINE
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TenorLine SCHARTON

CHESTATEE HIGH SCHOOL DRUMLINE
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BassLine SCHARTON

CHESTATEE HIGH SCHOOL DRUMLINE
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Snareline DOUBLE CONTROL 2.0/SHADY TREE/GREEN SCALES

CHESTATEE HIGH SCHOOL DRUMLINE 2025 MATT YOUNG

[PART A "DOUBLE CONTROL"
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Tenorline . HOUBLE CONTROL 2.0/SHADY TREE/GREEN SCALES

CHESTATEE HIGH SCHOOL DRUMLINE 2025 MATT YOUNG
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Bassline DOUBLE CONTROL 2.0/SHADY TREE/GREEN SCALES

CHESTATEE HIGH SCHOOL DRUMLINE 2025 MATT YOUNG

[PART A "DOUBLE CONTROL"]
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SnareLine Para-diddle/ Para-diddle-diddle Breakdown

Matt Young
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TenorLine Para-diddle/ Para-diddle-diddle Breakdown

Matt Young
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BassLine Para-diddle/ Para-diddle-diddle Breakdown

Matt Young




Matt Young

CHS Rolls 24

SnarelLine
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Matt Young

CHS Rolls 24

TenorLine ( variation 1)
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BassLine CHS Rolls 24

Matt Young
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